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1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority and 
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1 amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule . 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 
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L Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
[xl the international application as originally filed. 
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as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, 
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the sequence listing part of the description: 
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2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 
which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 
| | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 . 1 (b)). 

| | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 
— and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 

preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
| | contained in the international application in written form. 

| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

[ | The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international application as filed has been furnished. 
|~j The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

been furnished 

4. [^] The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

| | the description, pages 
| | the claims, Nos. 
[~j the drawings, sheets/fig. 

5. | | This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 

go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 



* Replacement sheets whicli have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 1 4 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70 J 6 and 70.17), 



Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item J and annexed to this report 
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IV. Lack of unity of invention 



1 . In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 
[ | restricted the claims. 

^2 P a "* additional fees. 

| ^ P a *d additional fees under protest. 

| | neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

2. Q This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, according to Rule 68. 1, 

not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 



3 . This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 1 3 . 1 , 1 3 .2 and 1 3 .3 is 
| | complied with. 

[x] not complied with for the following reasons: 

The international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not 
relate to one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. In 
coming to this conclusion the International Examining Authority has found that there are different inventions 
as follows: 



1. Claims 1-17 are directed to a cladding element including a substantially flat web having opposed 
longitudinal male and female rib formations which when the cladding element is assembled with a 
like element together form a substantially rectangular closed channel adapted for concealment of 
fixing means used to fix the assembled elements to a supporting structure. It is considered that the 
male and female rib formations comprises a first "special technical feature". 

2. Claims 18-20 are directed to a cladding element including a substantially flat web having a 
longitudinal interlocking formation formed by folding at least some of the web back onto itself, and a 
layer of adhesive between at least some of the adjacent web folded back on itself. It is considered 
that the interlocking formation and layer of adhesive comprises a second "special technical feature". 

Since the abovementioned groups of claims do not share any of the technical features identified, a "technical 
relationship" between the inventions, as defined in PCT rule 13.2 does not exist. Accordingly the 
international application does not relate to one invention or to a single inventive concept, a priori. 

Because no additional search fees were paid, the International Search Report was restricted to the invention 
claimed in claims 1-17. Consequently, the International Preliminary Examination must be likewise restricted, 
without the need to issue an invitation to so restrict it. 

4. Consequently, the following parts of the international application were the subject of international prelirninary examination in 
establishing this report: 

| | all parts. 

| [ the parts relating to claims Nos. 
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V. * Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; citations 
and explanations supporting such statement 
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2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

All the documents cited in the International Search Report were category A only. Therefore the subject matter of 
claims 1-17 is not disclosed by these documents and hence is novel. 

The invention claimed by claims 1-17 is also not obvious in the light of the cited documents when considered 
individually or in combination with any of the other cited documents. 

The above explanation also applies to claim 21 when restricted to the invention claimed by claims 1-17. 
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